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INRL 300: International Relations in Disciplinary Perspective 
Spring 2014
College of William & Mary
Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:50 in Tyler 301
Discussion sections on Friday 9-9:50, and 10-10:50, in Morton 38

David Feldman, Economics: dhfeld@wm.edu; 221-2372; Morton 111
Office Hours: M-W-F from 11-12, or by appointment.
			

I. Description and Purpose:

INRL 300 is a multidisciplinary – and occasionally interdisciplinary – course that addresses important contemporary issues in international relations. This course is required for all IR majors at William and Mary. Other students are welcome to take the course as long as they have completed the prerequisites or have the permission of the instructor. Students enrolled in this course are expected to have taken a set of introductory courses in history, economics, and political science that teach the basic theories, methods, and epistemologies of these three disciplines. As tools courses, introductory classes rarely have time to explore complex social, political, or historical issues in a way that demonstrates the relevance of the disciplinary perspective. And they are not designed to be multidisciplinary. INRL 300 does both by asking directly what these different disciplinary perspectives can tell us about contemporary, real world issues. 

This class will ask you to describe and assess the particular strengths and possible limitations of each discipline. Is the work of economists, historians and political scientists relevant to policy makers, military leaders, business people, and private citizens? Beyond disciplinary pluralism, the course encourages you to synthesize insights across a variety of disciplines using side-by-side comparisons and engaged conversation across disciplinary lines. The course also is designed to introduce students to the faculty at W&M who work in IR-related fields, and to provide students with the tools to make choices about how they want to specialize in their course-work or research over the remainder of their time here.

I have divided the course into four sections. In the first introductory section, you will read works from within the fields of economics, political science, and history.  In some of these works, you will see quite directly the fundamental epistemological approaches of each discipline, i.e. how do economists, historians, and political scientists think they know what they know? A practitioner of each discipline will introduce that discipline. In the final week of the course we return to these issues and ask how students of International Relations can use or synthesize the insights of these distinct disciplines as they think about important contemporary issues in IR. The rest of the course is divided into three issue-specific units. The first is transition. Many states have undergone major economic, political and cultural transformations in the past, and the process is currently underway in many parts of the world. The second unit takes up the issue of terrorism. Again, this is an issue with a history, and terror has been wielded very differently in different historical and political circumstances. The last issue is international integration, or what is sometime simplistically called globalization. How has this integration altered the role of the nation state? Is integration a threat to the continuance of the nation state as the fundamental building block of international relations? 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays of every week all students will attend class together for 80 minutes.  I will teach some of the material of each section of the course. In that sense, I will provide some of the glue that holds the course together. For much of the material, however, we will rely on the insights of professionals with specific knowledge. I will introduce a guest lecturer who will lead a lecture/discussion of the readings for that day.  The guest lecturer often will draw upon his or her own research, and this is another benefit of the class. You will get to meet a wide variety of the W&M faculty who contribute to the internationalization of your experience here. On Fridays the class will meet for 50 minutes in smaller discussion sections in order to talk about the readings and lectures in more depth. 

This syllabus is a “living document” and I will revise and update it throughout the semester.  If readings are added, they will be posted on Blackboard.

II. Reading Assignments

All of the required and recommended readings for this course will be posted on the course Blackboard site.  Students should bring copies of these articles and/or book chapters to our class meetings, since our discussions will sometimes require close reading and reference to the text.  You will need to print these articles or bring a laptop to class so that you can access the readings.  

In addition to the course materials, you should read a major daily newspaper with good coverage of international news (sorry, the Flat Hat does not qualify).  This course is supposed to help you think about contemporary problems in international relations.  Swem Library has subscriptions to the Washington Post, the Economist, the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, and the Financial Times.  Some of these publications are available free of charge online and can be accessed through the course Blackboard site. Spend 30 minutes per day reading the paper while you eat breakfast. It is painless.

III. Grades:  Your course grade will be the weighted average of two short reaction papers, an op-ed – which is an example of persuasive writing, unannounced reading quizzes, a midterm exam and a final exam.  In the computation of your course grade, your performance on these requirements will be weighted as follows:
					
Quizzes				10%	- I will drop the lowest quiz, in case you sleep in one day.
Midterm				25%	- Friday, February 28, in your discussion section. 
Reaction Papers			20%
Op-Ed					10%
Final Exam				30%	- Tuesday, May 6, at 9:30 A.M. in Tyler 301
Participation				  5%

Note the following course policies:

· All late assignments will be penalized one third of a letter grade (i.e., from an A- to a B+) for each day or fraction of a day late.		

· No student can pass this course without completing all assignments (quizzes are not included in this rule).  

· All students must submit assignments in hard copy and via the digital drop box on Blackboard, and are responsible for retaining a hard copy of their papers until they have received a grade from the instructor.  The only exception is for comments on outside speakers, which students will post on the appropriate discussion board on our Blackboard site.

· Do not use your phone in class.  Do not use your laptop or iPad during class for reasons unrelated to this course. Web surfing is rude and quite counterproductive … if you have an interest in doing well in your major. It also displays a short attention span and a need for constant hyperlink stimulus. This is often a sign of Internet addiction.


IV. Other Policies:

Absence: Students are required to attend all classes. This is a major component of your participation mark. To reschedule a test or receive a paper extension because of an absence requires notice from the Health Center or the Dean of Students, preferably prior to the due date.  Late papers will be penalized as stated above, unless an excuse is provided from the Health Center or the Dean’s office.  If you will miss class or require an extension because of a religious holiday or school sanctioned activity, you must notify the instructor in writing during the first two weeks of classes.  Do NOT plan on leaving early for spring break.  We will have a test on that day and your attendance is required.

Disability Services: Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the expectations of this course should contact the Dean of Students Office.  The Dean of Students Office must notify me during the first two weeks of classes if you are to receive any accommodation.

Blackboard: All assignments will be posted on our course Blackboard site.  Occasionally, announcements to the class will be posted and/or sent out as e-mails (please be sure you check your wm.edu account daily, as Blackboard-generated messages go only to wm.edu accounts).  Students should check this site regularly for announcements and details on course assignments.  In addition, our substantive conversations from class will occasionally spill over onto the class discussion board.  

Examinations:  The midterm and final will mix essays, specific questions about readings, and identifications that include some factual questions.

	Midterm Examination.	Friday, February 28th, in your discussion section.
	Final Examination.		Thursday, May 3rd at 2 P.M. in Morton 342.

Class Participation:  Participation during class meetings is an essential part of the course.  You will be expected to come to class prepared to discuss the reading.  If you are not in class, you are not participating.  If you are not participating, you will not do as well in this class as you could.  Discussion section is the primary venue for discussion, but all of the faculty members that visit our class will save some time for Q&A.  I expect you to come prepared and to rake our guests over the coals.  That is a sign of respect in academe.  Be aware that frequent, long-winded, and opinionated talking in class is not a sign of effective participation. 

Discussion provides an opportunity to critically question the ideas presented in the readings and the lecture, and, more importantly, it offers students the chance to develop and learn how to share their own ideas.  This active involvement of students in their own education enables learning in a way that straight lecture does not.  

Extra Credit: Over the course of the semester there will be a minimum of 8 outside speakers or events identified by me (probably closer to 15, but a minimum of 8).  If you attend at least 6 of these events and write a brief response on our discussion board, then I will raise your participation grade by one full letter.  If previous experience is any indication, there is a very high correlation between the people with highest grades in the class and those who regularly attended outside lectures.  The IR Program is encouraging you to participate in the intellectual life of the college outside of the classroom.  It is fun, habit forming, and often provides non-academic views on international issues.  And, in this course, you receive extra credit.

Reaction Paper:  The reaction paper serves several purposes.  My practical goal is to ensure that you do the reading and become a better writer!  A well-written reaction paper is not a mere summary of the material.  A good paper will synthesize and apply concepts, some of which may come from different disciplinary perspectives.  You must think creatively about the key concepts, weaving them together to build an argument.  There is no right answer or correct approach to any response topic, though there may be wrong ones.  You will be forced to make choices in each response paper.  You will not be able to integrate every idea you have read, and any attempt to do so likely will produce a paper that is a shallow listing of other people’s arguments without any clear structure of its own.  In order to get good credit for a reaction paper you will need to engage some or all of the required reading for that class meeting.  You will turn in your paper BEFORE lecture on the day that it is due.  A more detailed description of the assignment will be posted under “Assignments” on the Blackboard site. I will also create a schedule that gives you some idea when your papers will be due.

Op-Ed assignment: An Op-Ed is an example of tightly constructed persuasive writing. Undergraduates get very few opportunities to do this sort of writing, but it is a great job skill if you learn how to do it well. You should explore several online sources that offer advice on how to construct a good op-ed, though you should filter that advice carefully.  Many ‘op-ed manuals’ are designed to help people get their opinions into a local small-town newspaper.  Think bigger than that.  Imagine that you are writing for a major regional or national news outlet like the New York Times or Wall Street Journal. In fact, I encourage students to submit their work to a major news outlet. Several students have done this successfully in the past.

An op-ed should not be jargon-laden, and you may not use charts, diagrams, or equations, even if you were so inclined!  If your parents could not read your op-ed with full comprehension then you have missed your target audience.  

On the other hand, an op-ed is not an excuse to rant or opine without regard for formal logic and standard rules of evidence.  You should take what you have learned in this class as the basis for the argument you will make.  You should also try to connect your argument to some news hook that would make your opinion publishable.  A news hook does not have to be something that happened yesterday, but it must be something that a casual reader would find interesting.

A good op-ed makes its case clearly in the first paragraph or two.  The rest of the piece is a step-by-step explication of the argument.  A good 750-word op-ed is NOT composed of three mega-paragraphs.  Using short, tightly written paragraphs allows you to make a greater number of points and to present a larger selection of evidence.  This helps strengthen your case. I would suggest a minimum of ten paragraphs in your op-ed.

A good op-ed does not ignore counterarguments or use simple straw men to crush dissent.  If you distort ‘the other side’ you weaken your own case and you appear needlessly biased and polemical.  

Lastly, a good op-ed makes a point.  It is not a simple description of something.


Brief Outline of the Course

I. Introduction: Three Disciplinary Perspectives on the Study of IR (weeks 1-3)
II. Transition: From 19th century Europe to the contemporary Arab Spring (4-7)
III. Terrorism in Theory and in Practice (8-9)
IV. The Global Economy and the Nation State (10-13)
V. Synthesizing Across Disciplines or Dividing the Labor? (14)


CLASS SCHEDULE (this will be updated and modified from time to time)

Part I: Three Disciplinary Perspectives (Date; Topic; Presenter)

1. Jan. 16: Introduction to INRL 300. David Feldman. Laying the Groundwork: What can you learn from a multi-disciplinary perspective? How might that perspective help a practitioner? *

2. Jan. 21: Political Science: Mike Tierney. Patterns Within the Discipline. *

3. Jan. 23: Economics: David Feldman. How Does Economic Theory Work? *

4. Jan. 28: History: Paul Mapp. Historical Inquiry and International Relations: A Case Study from The Elusive West. *

5. Jan. 30: Economics: John Parman. An empirical perspective. *


Part II: Transition – When the Social Compact Ruptures. How Do States Evolve?

1. Feb. 4: Economics. Feldman. The Logic of Power. *

2. Feb. 6: Political Science. Debra Shushan. Arab Spring. *

3. Feb. 11: Political Science. Steven Hanson. Post-Imperial Democracies. *

4. Feb. 13: Economics. Feldman. Governance, Growth, and the Soviet Collapse. *

5. Feb. 18: History. Tuska Benes. German Transitions. *

6. Feb. 20: Political Science. Philip Roessler. Coups and Civil War in Africa. *

7. Feb. 25: History.  Laurie Koloski.  Eastern Europe. *

8. Feb. 27: Discussion and wrap-up before the exam.

Friday, February 28th, Midterm Exam in your discussion section.

Spring Break … which I will spend grading your exams. Doesn’t that sound like fun?


Part III. Terrorism in Theory and Practice

1. March 11: Economics. The Terror Game, David Feldman. *

2. March 13: Political Science. How Terrorism Ends, Kathryn Floyd. * 

3. March 18: Russian Studies. Political Violence as a Cinematic Practice. Sasha Prokhorov.

4. March 20: Economics. The Cycle of Violence? David Feldman. *


Part IV. International Integration: Is the Nation State Passé?

1. March 25: History. Laurie Koloski. Where’s the ‘Union’ – and Where’s ‘Europe’ – in the EU?*

2. March 27: Economics/History. David Feldman. Back to the Future? Seeing Economic Integration in Historical Context. *

3. April 1: Political Science. Mike Tierney. Politics in Hard Times. *

4. April 3: Open Discussion of the Op-Ed assignment.

5. April 8: Guest Speaker: David Welding, The Deputy Presiding Officer in the National Assembly for Wales.

6. April 10: History. Michael Butler.  Cordell Hull and US negotiation in the Interwar Period. *

7. April 11: Economics/History. David Feldman. Sitting in for a real historian (Scott Nelson). The Crisis of 1873. (NOTE: This is a Friday).

8. April 15: David Feldman, Economics. Negotiating Integration: unity versus autonomy.

9. April 17: Economics. Till Schreiber. Europe and the Contemporary Financial Crisis. *



Part V: Do the Disciplines Matter? Matter for What?

1. April 22, Panel Discussion: From the Ivory Tower to the Capitol, the Pentagon, the Boardroom, or the New York Times; the Academic as a Practitioner. 

Panel: David Feldman (Economics), Mike Tierney (Political Science).

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]April 24, Free time to finish so much pending work!
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